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Caffa or any other place on that shore, or if they land
voluntarily, they shall not be obliged to unload goods
which they do not wish to sell, in order to take them by
force. No one shall oppose the passage of their vessels or
shipping in these waters."6 No mention occurs here of the
chartering of Turkish ships, and, if such documents could
be taken at face value, they would seem to indicate that
the Dutch, if not also the English, had obtained the right to
penetrate the Bosphoms. But Turkish monopoly was main-
tamed in the Black Sea.
The historic fact, however, runs counter to such inter-
pretation. Historians agree in insisting that the exclusion
of all foreign shipping from the Black Sea was enforced by
the Turk. Even when Austria (i.e. the Habsburg mon-
archy) forced upon Turkey the crushing peace of Pas-
sarowitz (1718), the ancient rule that only Turkish ships
should sail the Turkish waters was not surrendered. Mer-
chants of the Holy Roman (or Habsburg) Empire might
charter boats at Danube ports and send their goods over
the Black Sea, but the boats themselves were to be Turkish.
"... As it has been agreed that the imperial shipping of
the Danube will not enter into the Black Sea, they will go by
the said river to Ibrail, Isaktche, Kilia and other ports, where
are found open boats (caiques) and ships suitable for the navi-
gation of the Black Sea. They will there unload their goods,
place them on the (Turkish) ships which they will charter for
that object, and they will have full and entire liberty to trans-
port them to Constantinople, the Crimea, Trebizond, and
Sinope and the other ports of the Black Sea where their goods
find a market."
6 Noradounghian, op. cit.} Vol. I, p. 181.